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TANGO-FOXTROT DANE

Hsin-Yi Cohen has extremely
decided opinions on training giant dogs
— with good reason! For Hsin-Yi is a
petite 160cm (5ft 2in) and weighs 50kg
(7st), whereas her Great Dane Honey
stands 87cm (34in) at the shoulder and
weighs 70kg (11st)! As Hsin-Yi says: “If |
don’t have verbal control over her, |
have NO control over her! You shouldn't

be relying on brute force fo restrain your
dog, it just requires a bit of time and
effort put into training.

“Especially for giant breeds,
training really impacts on their quality of
life. | know a lot a Danes who are never
taken anywhere because their owners
either can't control them or are scared of

what they might do. So if you don't put

in the training and socialisation, you're
| denying your dog a lot of experiences.
They could be out and about with you —
and as they’re such people dogs, it's a
great shame.”

From a standing start
Although Hsin-Yi had wanted a
dog all her life, it was only when she
moved fo New Zealand, started to work
from home and celebrated her 30th

Honey is a gorgeous blonde who already has a string o
accomplishments to her name, but could she be the frs
Great Dane to excel at Heelwork to Music?

birthday that she actually ccoves s
But she’d done five years’ homewa
She's always been c=ooes o
the big breeds and for the eig~ w=ae
she lived in England she descrnes
herself as “one of those fragic coo =
people who hangs around dog ===

dogs.” A trip to Spain and an encoume
with a gentle harlequin Dane in o c==
there narrowed down the search. ==~
and her husband Paul then borrowes =
friend’s Great Dane for four days onc
the decision was done. In New Zec o=
they put down their name for a fema =
pup and at last the seven-week olc
Honey joined the family at the same «—=
as a tiny kitten named Lemon. From e
very beginning, the two have been the
firmest of friends.

Bonding and bouncing

Bonding with the resident kitten
was just the start of Honey’s education.
Hsin-Yi freely admits to having made
mistakes while her pup was young and
took quite a while for the “little” Dane —
who at four months was the size of a fully

grown Lab — to find suitable playmates

Paul Cohen meets four-week old
Honey for the first time

At seven weeks, Honey joins the
family...

+« &nd immediately bonds intimately
with Lemon the tortoiseshell kitten
Honey with Hsin-Yi in the garden

Down-stay exercise at Obedience







