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As a first dOg, | certainly

didn’t make the easiest choice!
Everyone kept asking why | hadn’t
opted for a Labrador or a Jack Russell,
and | have to admit that there were
lots of times in the first year when |
wondered what I'd let myself in for...

It's not that Danes are difficult
dogs in themselves, but rather that,
with their huge size, every usual
‘doggie problem’ is magnified; if
you're not experienced in dealing
with canine behaviour, it can be very
overwhelming. A Jack Russell pulling
on a leash is a nuisance; a Great Dane
pulling on a leash is a hip replacement
or a traffic accident waiting to
happen! A toilet accident is not a
puddle but a flood; a chewing mistake
is a furniture massacre; an unwatched
dining table means the whole
Christmas turkey is gone in three
minutes flat; and an affectionate
nudge from a boisterous puppy can
easily result in a black eye.

We got our gorgeous female
Dane puppy, Honey, after five years
of research on the breed, visiting
dog shows and interviewing breeders,
devouring every issue of Dogs Today,
studying dog training and behaviour
books and really doing our homework.

Living with a Great Dane - 1

We even looked after a friend’s Dane
over a weekend to know what it’s like
to live with the breed.

Even after all this, we still found
raising a giant breed puppy quite
a challenge. This is partly because
you often only see the wonderfully
placid, gentle adults who epitomise
everything that you love about the
breed but you don’t realise all the
months - years - of destructive, over-
excitable, rebellious, heavyweight
monster puppyhood that you have
to get through to arrive at that
wonderful adult!

People often ask me about the
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special care needed for a Great Dane.
Huge food bills? Careful exercise?
Space requirements? Sure, they're

all considerations, but | believe that
the single most important thing in
bringing up a giant breed is training.
Of course, training and good manners
are important in all dogs, but they are
essential in a giant breed. This isn’t a
case of your dog being annoying - this
is a case of your dog being a danger to
himself and others.

When your dog weighs eight stone
at six months of age, you've got to do
more than just the weekly visit to an
obedience class - you've got to instil
good manners in every aspect of life.
From day one, our puppy had to sit
for attention and before meals; wait
politely at doorways; give up anything
in her mouth when asked; never jump
up; not climb on furniture (this is a
personal choice, of course) or beg at
the dining table; stand politely for
the leash to be put on for walks; wait
patiently during baths/nail clippings/
flea treatments... and while it has not
been easy sticking to these rules all
the time, we now - at just 18 months
- have the most wonderful dog who
can be taken anywhere and join in
with anything, despite her size.

Leading the way
One of the most important manners
is walking nicely on the leash and
not lunging when seeing another dog
- something that is really dangerous in
a dog this size and very scary for other
dogs and owners. This is something
we really struggled with, despite all
our training - and we had to seek
professional help. It can make all the
difference to have an experienced dog
trainer guide you. All it took was a bit
of patience and hard work, and Honey
now heels off-leash like an Obedience
champion, walks politely past other
dogs, has a very reliable down-stay and
always comes immediately when called.
This last ability is very important
because a Dane - especially a young,
boisterous one - can seem very
intimidating to other dogs and people
in the park. If | had to name one of
the biggest negatives about having
this breed, it would be other dogs’
and their owners’ attitudes. In spite of
Honey being very well socialised and
just wanting to play with everyone,
most dogs react defensively to her
- they find her size threatening, and
they will sometimes attack first and
ask questions later.
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