Vs

'DANE DIGEST .

ek

Issue 2 / June 2008

Thunderfire Great Danes

Proudly presents

| BIS, BISS CH RainMasters Luxury Lotus

Sire: Int . Ch. Thunderfire Indiana Jones (imp Aust)
Dam: Ch KRW Dixie Chick V Saravilla

bred by Jan Miner, 'Rainmaster’
Owned by Mandy and Mark Robinson 'Luxury'
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What is Canine Freestyle/Heelwork to Music?

‘Canine Freestyle’ or ‘Heelwork to Music’ (HTM), as it is sometimes known, uses
clicker training and food rewards to teach dogs a series of tricks and moves.
These moves can then be choreographed and performed in time to music — so that
owners and their pooches can literally “dance” together as they go through the
routine.

It was originally developed to show the public how interesting heelwork could be,
but what started as a simple performance in time to music has exploded into one of
the most popular dog sports in recent times. A quick search on YouTube results in
nearly 600 video entries! No longer just about heelwork, the sport now includes
‘Canine Freestyle’ where the dog does not have to remain close to the handler,
meaning that routines can become more sophisticated, with increasingly daring
moves.

Not only does the combination of music and dance allow handlers to demonstrate
their skills and partnership with their dogs but the training also develops the dogs
mentally and physically.

The activity has gained huge popularity as more and more people embrace its
philosophy of fun and enjoy the bond they develop with their dogs during training.

The Editor would like to sincerely thank Hsin-Yi Cohen for this series of articles on Canine Freestyle /
Heelwork to Music, and for her generosity in sharing her experiences and photo’s with us, which | am
sure will be an inspiration to many members. The Great Dane Club of Victoria would like to congratulate
Hsin-Yi and Honey on their recent success at NDTA.
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The silence that greeted my tentative announcement was deafening.
The woman at the desk coughed politely. “You want to what?”
“Do Canine Freestyle — with my Great Dane.”

She stared. Everyone stared. Across the walls of the obedience club, the eyes of countless champion Border
Collies and German Shepherds stared accusingly down at me.

“Y— you’re not serious,” she choked slightly with what sounded suspiciously like laughter.
“Why not?” I said defiantly.

One of the trainers, an older man with a gentle manner, gave me a kindly smile. “Well now...you need a dog
that has lots of drive, lots of agility and energy! And your dog — well...” he trailed off delicately.

| followed the direction of his gaze to my huge dog waiting patiently beside me. Okay, they had a point.
Having stood for longer than 2 minutes on the same spot. Honey had decided that the best option was to lie down and
have a little rest. Maybe a little sleep. And having gone down. it looked unlikely that she was going to get up any
time soon.

“Uh — she’s just a bit tired, from...er...you know...” I reached down and nonchalantly tried to heave 70kg of
Great Dane back to her feet. I gave up and Honey sprawled back down in an inelegant heap of loose skin and legs.
atop of my left foot. I quickly wrenched it out from underneath before circulation was cut off.

“Exhausting car ride from home?” The old trainer suggested, chuckling. “Look, love, we're not trving to put
you off. It’s great that you’re interested. But do vourself a favour and get yourself a collie. Or a Sheltie. Or a poodle
or any other smaller, cleverer, more agile dog that’s easier to train. You’ll just be wasting your time with a Great
Dane.”

I don’t care, I thought mutinously, copving the contact details from the poster handed to me. Everyone had
told me that I couldn’t do anything with a Great Dane and so far, we had proven them wrong. Honey was not only a
registered Therapy Dog but she had also achieved Gold at the NZKC Canine Good Citizen Awards and was now
well on her way to earning the Obedience CDX title, defying evervone’s assumption that no giant breed could grasp
the advanced training needed for the demanding exercises.

Not that it had been easy. Coming from a long line of illustrious show champions, including a Best of Breed
at Crufts, Honey’s destiny should have involved nothing more strenuous than looking elegant and majestic whilst
displaying the gentle, placid temperament that Great Danes are so famous for...Maybe that was part of the problem:
they are undemanding dogs: unlike many other hyperactive breeds with inquisitive. devious minds, always looking
for new ways to make trouble or demand attention — Great Danes are dogs whose only ambitions in life include a
long sleep in the sun, a pleasant stroll around the neighbourhood and a constant supply of cuddles and affection from
their humans.

Sure, they loved to play as much as the next dog but life should be approached at a nice, slow pace, with lots
of rests in between. The downside to all this affability is that you can get away with doing very little with them...

But that doesn’t mean that you should, I thought fiercely. While they were certainly not the Einstein's of the
canine world, I was sure that Great Danes had the brains and ability to do so much more than while away their lives
as drooling couch potatoes.







